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Survey Responses

Ward 1
Candidate

Party or
Group

1. If elected will you work
as an advocate in Council
to ensure the long term
future of Beresfield,
Mayfield, Stockton and
Wallsend Pools?

2. If elected will you propose
and/or vote in support of a
motion ensuring free entry to
Beresfield, Mayfield, Stockton
and Wallsend Pools for at least
a three year trial period?

3. If elected will you propose and/or vote in
support of a motion ensuring that promotion
of Beresfield, Mayfield, Stockton and
Wallsend Pools is equal to that of promotion
of Lambton pool, including very large signs
on nearby arterial roads?

4. Will all other
councillors elected from
your party/group of
independents answer
the above questions in
the same way as you?

Tim Bohlsen

Clean Sweep

Yes

Yes (with annual reviews)

Yes

Yes

Bryan Havenhand

Community 1
Independents

Yes

No (but will support 1 year
trial)

Yes

Yes

Michael Osborne

The Greens

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Lisa Tierney

Liberal

Undecided

Undecided

Undecided

Did not respond

Aaron Johnson

Your Independents

Did not respond

Did not respond

Did not respond

Did not respond

Aaron Buman

Buman
Independents

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Stephanie Posniak

Labor

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Jacqueline Haines

Ungrouped
Independent

Yes

Yes

Yes

N/A

Additional Comments

Tim Bohlsen

Personally I grew up in Dungog and even in such a small community the local pool was a key part of the social fabric, and in terms of
recreation I think the returns on money subsidising the facility would be retuned many times over to the wider community. My only additional
comment on a three year trial would be to add in annual reviews into this length of trial, to measure the results against expected results. While
I would expect the benchmarks to be set to be very achievable and have a low probability of not being met, it would allow for some action to
be taken within the 3 year period if required.

Council Elections 2012
Ward 1 Candidate Surveys
Compiled 30/8/12

Bryan Havenhand

The Community 1 Independents feel at a bit of a disadvantage regarding the other candidates you have spoken to as they have been on
Council and have more information etc. None of us has been on Council and therefore don't have the background they do regarding a range of
issues that will have some bearing on this matter. We don't have any information about planned developments at any of the pools, for
example. We accept that the current admission prices are too high for local communities. We also accept that full or significant cost recovery is
not an option for community pools nor should it be. We've agreed that it's a reasonable to have a one year trial of admission free entry (rather
than three years) to Mayfield, Wallsend, Beresfield and Stockton swimming pools. We assume this will include school carnivals, group bookings
etc including those from outside the area. We think a one year's trial will be enough to base permanent policy on. We're not ready to apply free
admission to the Lambton Pool given the development that has taken place but would be open to a review of admission charges, including the
option of free entry. In fact, we're in favour of having a review of charges right across all of Council's services, not just pools.

Michael Osborne

Newcastle Greens stand on a principle of social justice, which would see us support equal access to services and facilities across the
community. On this basis we would be supportive of the concepts expressed by your group.

Lisa Tierney

I read your survey with great interest and have discussed with my team. I agree with the spirit of your letter and questionnaire yet can not
answer your questions without all the information before me. For example I strongly support that Mayfield pool stay open but could not commit
to free entry if that meant vital support like the pool life guards would not be sustained. I always come from a position of public benefit and
merit based voting. Keeping Mayfield pool open I believe is in the public's best interests.

Aaron Johnson

None

Aaron Buman

None

Stephanie Posniak

I understand the importance of our local pools. I will defend public pools and intend to deliver a more sustainable model that includes free
entry to all our pools, not just our ocean baths

Jacqueline Haines

This is certainly a service worth campaigning to keep. With the fee increase we chose not to attend our local pool (Stockton) this session unless
necessary, however, others are not in this same position ie close access to beach. The proposal has strong financial figures to be no greater
than current cost to the NCC, and these figures are not including the hidden community savings via the physical and mental health
improvements. A café run correctly would have potential to make a high return with the increased through put. I can see a business model
given time to mature could become cash flow positive. JUST AN EXAMPLE – a number of these pools have easy access to level land to install
marquees and have temporary function centres to earn more for the business renting the premise etc (Please note this is just an idea Tim
without any real thought process). Advertising is definitely required in this situation to get the word out there. We have so many great ideas in
our communities, they just need to be harnessed and acted on.

